
BEFORE THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  
OFFICE OF CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
SUITE 433, 2000 14TH STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 
 

 
IN THE MATTER OF    ) DATE: July 6, 2012 
Kenyan McDuffie.     ) 
Candidate for Councilmember for Ward 5) DOCKET NO: OCF PI 2012-105 

 
 

ORDER 
 
On May 14, 2012, the Board of Elections forwarded a complaint filed by Karen 
Todd to the Office of Campaign Finance (OCF) in which it was alleged by a source 
whom Ms. Todd did not identify, that Kenyan McDuffie, candidate for the Ward 
Five Special Election for Councilmember was provided exclusive access to 
campaign within the DC Jail facility. Ms. Todd also stated that her unnamed 
source had alleged that members of the Department of Corrections (DOC) staff, 
including, Paul Quander, Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice and Charles 
Thornton, Director of the Office on Returning Citizen Affairs, had instructed 
security officers to advise inmates to cast their absentee ballots for Mr. McDuffie 
on May 11, 2012, when the Board of Elections supervised absentee balloting for 
the Special Election on May 15, 2012, at the DC Jail and the Central Treatment 
Facility.  
  
D.C. Official Code § 1-1163.36 (a) (2001 Edition) states in pertinent part that “[n]o 
resources of the District of Columbia government, including the expenditure of 
funds, the personal services of employees during their hours of work, and 
nonpersonal services, including supplies, materials, equipment, office space, 
facilities, and telephones and other utilities, shall be used to support or oppose any 
candidate for elected office, whether partisan or nonpartisan…”    
 
Pursuant to the complaint, OCF commenced a Preliminary Investigation to 
determine whether there was sufficient evidence to warrant a Full Investigation. 
On May 14, 2012, OCF interviewed Clifford D. Tatum, Executive Director of The 
Board of Elections. Mr. Tatum stated that he supervised absentee voting at the 
D.C. Jail on May 11, 2012. He additionally stated that he did not observe any 
literature or activity that indicated that staff members at either location were 
advising inmates to cast their absentee ballots for any particular candidate. 
 
On May 14, 2012, OCF interviewed Arlin Budoo, Facilities Manager, with the 
Board of Elections. Mr. Budoo stated that he supervised the absentee voting at the 
DOC’s Central Treatment Facility on May 11, 2012. He additionally stated that he 
processed a total of 8 inmates for absentee voting at the facility (4 females and 4 
males) and he did not observe any indications that members of the DOC staff 
were attempting to influence how the inmates cast their votes.  
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On May 15, 2012, OCF received a statement from Charles Thornton. Mr. Thornton 
emphatically denied the allegations. 
 
On May16, 2012, Paul Quander submitted a statement to OCF in which he denied 
the allegations and characterized the complaint as untrue and without merit. 
 
On May 17, 2012, Maria Amato, General Counsel for the DOC submitted a 
statement in which she indicated that Thomas Faust, Director of the DOC had  
conducted a review of all visiting records at the facilities in question since February 
2012, and found no factual basis for the allegations. 
 
On June 5, 2012, Walter Fulton, Assistant Warden for the Corrections Corporation 
of America which manages the Central Treatment Facility, submitted a notarized 
statement in which he indicated that he observed the absentee balloting at the 
facility and can attest to the fact that no corrections officer was directed to or 
attempted to influence the vote of any inmate during the process. Mr. Fulton 
additionally attached notarized statements from escort officers Denise Demona, 
Sylante McDaniels and Tarone Lindsay who accompanied the inmates to the 
location where they cast their absentee ballots. All the officers denied the 
allegations in the complaint. 
 
On June 26, 2012, OCF received a statement from Kenyan McDuffie in which he 
categorically denied all allegations in the complaint. 
 
On June 26, 2012, Complainant, Karen Todd submitted a statement to the Office 
of the General Counsel for the Board of Elections in which she indicated that she 
was withdrawing her complaint.  
 
In view of the fact that the original complaint cited an anonymous source with no 
corroboration and all the individuals involved in the absentee voting on May 11, 
2012, have denied the allegations in addition to the complainant’s withdrawal, I 
recommend that the Director dismiss this matter pursuant to 3 DCMR § 3705.1(a), 
because insufficient evidence exist to support a violation.  
 
  
 
 
       _________________________ 
       William O. SanFord 
       Hearing Officer 
 
       __________________________ 
       Date 
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WHEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that this matter is hereby DISMISSED.  
  
     
       ________________________ 
       Cecily Collier-Montgomery 
       Director  
 
       _______________________ 

       Date 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Order was 
served via e-mail, and/ postage pre-paid first class mail on this 6th day of July, 
2012, to: 
 
Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Suite 410 
Washington, DC 20004  
 
Karen Todd 
2430 South Dakota Avenue. NE 
Washington, DC 20018 

 
 
 
 
 
 


